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EDITORIAL 


“Peppy Prodigies” 


From time to time we hear that some successful 
minister is in the habit of making a prodigious 
number of visits in his parish. Dr. So-and-So 
averages 50 calls a week, we are told. The Rev. 
Mr. Such-and-Such piles up a total of 2,000 calls 
a year. 


The writer has no quarel whatever with the man 
who is able to do such amazing pastoral work and 
to keep it from being superficial. Some men are 
endowed with extraordinary energy and can work 
from 6:00 or 7:00 A.M. to midnight regularly 
without apparent strain. 


But it is objectionable to have such an extreme 
standard presented to the average pastor as if he 
should work the same way. Must we all be “peppy 
prodigies?” Must a man be a community Jack-in- 
the-box, popping in and out of the homes of be- 
wildered people? 


Many conscientious pastors will find such a 
standard objectionable for several reasons. In the 
first place, it emphasizes quantity rather than 
quality. Such visitation is almost certain to omit 
Scripture reading and prayer, It leaves little time 
for what is often the gradual disclosure of deep 
needs. There are occasions when a man with a 
shepherd’s heart will stay an hour walking through 
the valley of the shadow. 


Second, such a standard may be impossible. Some 
home mission workers must push their cars over 
miles of a washboard road to see one isolated 
family, or must drive 25 miles from their manse 
before they can even begin to visit in one of their 
fields. It may be impossible for the hard pressed 
city pastor who has limited physical resources. 
Didn’t Woodrow Wilson require 9 or 10 hours of 
rest each day? 


Third, such a standard may encroach upon the 
hours of study or the demands of administrative 
and committee work. A man must keep fresh 
spiritually and intellectually; he often has duties of 
administration in the presbytery, synod and as- 
sembly in addition to those of his parish and com- 
munity. 


eee 


The writer is convinced that each man must work 
out his own salvation as the Holy Spirit leads him 
from day to day, always aiming, of course, ata 
well-balanced, efficient schedule full of honest 
labor. When we get to compiling impressive records 
so we can talk about them, one of those seven 
ugly ducklings is sure to be waddling around near- 
by and the name of that duckling is pride. 

—C. N. W., III. 


Racial Tensions 


LET US DECREASE — NOT 
INCREASE THEM! 


In the August, 1945, issue of The American 
Magazine, Bishop Oxnam, at that time President 
of the Federal Council, had an artitle entitled “The 
Nazis Aren’t Licked Yet,’ an article on the race 
problem here in the United States. 


With a great deal in this article we were in 
thorough agreement, as we believe every Christian 
should use every legitimate method to help eradi- 
cate race prejudice, unfairness and discrimination. 


However, the ultimately most important issue 
was ignored, and this unwarranted and unwise 
statement was made: “The man who excludes 4 
Negro from any of the privileges of democracy, 
who sets up barriers against any human being 
because of his race or creed, is a Nazi.” 


After reading this article we wrote Bishop 
Oxnam, and, after quoting the above statement, 
asked him this categorical question: “Am I t 
gather that you are willing for your daughter t 
marry a Negro? In case you do not have a daughter 
would you still consider it proper to insist that 
this barrier be broken down, as a solution to the 
race problem?” 


‘As has been so characteristic of Federal Council 
leadership, the question was evaded entirely. Bishop 
Oxnam said three times in his reply that, the 
issue of intermarriage is not before us; that 
“Negroes are not interested in marrying white 
persons,” that “neither the negro nor white 1 
calling for it.” 


But, according to Bishop Oxnam’s article, either 
he does set up a barrier against intermarrisg 
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yetween Negroes and whites, or, to use his own 
treme language, he “is a Nazi.” 


It is the ignoring of this problem which is 
keeping many of us, who are most concerned about 
improving race relations, from joining with some 
of the leadership in our Church. 


Recent agitation for inclusion of Negroes in all 
privileges, activities, and conferences at Montreat, 
isa question most important to our Church. 


We welcome our Negro brethren to the General 
Assembly, and, in recent years they have received 
a recognition out of proportion to their numbers. 
That is all right and it may well be continued. 
Negro women can certainly be given the privilege 
of sharing in the Women’s Conference. The Bible 
and Foreign Missions conferences may also offer 
opportunities for mutual enrichment. While we 
believe there is a better solution, we are still willing 
to agree that these privileges and opportunities of 
Montreat may be made more open than now. 


However, with all our hearts we doubt the wisdom 
of bringing our young people together with Negro 
boys and girls in the Young People’s Conferences. 


We doubt the wisdom of this for a number of 
reasons. First: at these conferences the social 
and recreational aspects are stressed, along with 
the spiritual. These contacts in the most impres- 
sionable years, and under the stimulus of an 
overstressed racial conciousness, can well lead to 
tragic and disastrous results, 


For those who think our fears spring from a 
distorted or evil mind we would mention the 
following facts. Within the past year a white 
minister, (not of our Church), has sought to marry 
anhegro woman and was only prevented from doing 
so by the laws of the state in which he was living. 
Again, a director of religious education in one of 
our own churches, stirred by the present over- 
emphasis on this matter, has been heard to remark 


that the ultimate solution of the race problem is 
intermarriage. 


Again, one of our ministers has become so 
obsessed by the racial issue that some of the 
members ot his congregation have been forced to 
protest because of the time he spends with Negroes 
socially, to the neglect of his own work. 


In the second place, we doubt the wisdom of 
bringing our boys and girls to Montreat, or to 
other summer conferences, with Negro boys and 
girls because we are afraid of the extremes of 
some of our leadership. 


Too often young people are made to feel that 
they are not being Christian unless they adhere to 
the type of solution offered them. For instance, 
years ago many young people were led to believe 
that the only Christian solution for war was a blind 
agreement never to participate in war. So today 
some are being taught that the only Christian 


approach to the race problem lies in unrestricted 
social contacts. 


_ The leadership which caused many young people 
i summer conterences to promise never to again 
sanction or participate in a war is now discredited 


and those young people are disillusioned and some 
of them dead. 


Just as surely, those who advocate breaking down 
of all social barriers, as part of the solution of race 
tensions, will be discredited. Not only so, but 
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tragic results surely lie in wait for some who like- 
wise fail to distinguish between Christian principles 
and man-made solutions. 


Yes, brethren, unless Christian leadership, both 
Negro and white, recognizes that there is a line 


which must not be crossed, the real problem will 
not be satisfactorily solved. 


It seems to the writer that Christian energies 
towards the settling of these difficult problems 
will be more wisely expended if used towards the 
elimination of unjust discriminations, rather than 
when aimed at closer social contacts. 


Just to mention a few things which can be done 
which will go far to relieve racial tensions. Accord 
to the Negro the title of “Mister,” “Mistress” of 
“Miss” when indicated. (Provide suitable hotel and 
restaurant accommodations where needed. Pay 
equal wages or salaries where work of equal qua- 


‘ lity and efficiency is performed. Seek the elimina- 


tion of the word “Negro” from all news reports of 
law-breaking. Too often such reports give the fal- 
lacious implication that race is the issue, rather 
than the law itself. Also, provide adequate educa- 
tional facilities for Negroes. 


The Christian can in a hundred ways show love 
and consideration for those of another race, and this 


‘love can easily be recognized and reciprocated. 


Why complicate a difficult problem by advocating 
unnecessary social contacts, which instead of easing 


tensions, inevitably increase them, thereby adding 
to the problems we face. N. 


Alabama Episcopalians 
Becoming Aroused 
At Subversive Activities 
Of Federal Council 


This Journal is not indulging in a witch hunt 
when it maintains that the Federal Council’s activi- 
ties are directed towards a destruction of our 
present economic system with a substitution of 
socialism and neo-communism in its place. 


“The Birmingham News” of January 24, carries 
the following revealing article: During a meeting 
of the 116th Annual Convention of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Alabama we are told: 


“A committee—to be appointed by Bishop 
Carpenter—and charged with the duty of 
informing churchmen in the diocese of the 
philosophy of government, economics, and 
business relations which is being advocated by 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America and its employed representatives, was 
authorized, it being said that at times state- 
ments have been made by such employees 
which seem in direct contradiction to the offi- 
cial policies of the Episcopal Church. The 
Episcopal Church is a member of the Council. 
Several resolutions regarding these asserted 
differences of opinion existing in pronounce- 
ments of the Federal Council and its employees 
were considered and referred to the newly cre- 
ated committee for further study. John Ebough, 
Jr., of All Saints Church, and the Rev, William 
Marmion, of St. Mary’s Church, Birmingham, 
Alabama, were leaders in the discussion.” 
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This Journal would urge the laymen of our Church 
to thoroughly acquaint themselves with. these sub- 
versive activities of the Federal. Council and make 
their opinions very clearly known to their pastors 
and to our church courts. —L.N.B 


Modernism Outmoded 


Excerpts from Inaugural] Address of Professor 
Robert Lennox, M.A., Chair of OT Literature and 
Exegesis, Presbyterian College, Montreal, Canada. 


“One of the finest expressions in our day of the 
results of that earlier Old Testament scholarship 
is the book by Dr. H. E. Fosdick, A Guide To 
Understanding The Bible. But W. Eichrodt (Profes- 
sor of OT in Basel) in his review of it, while 
recognizing its many valuable insights and emphases, 
is constrained to speak of it as a monument to 
that which is past. We, he insists, are entering a 
new phase of biblical studies ... So far from being 
a history of man’s ideas about God, the Old Testa- 
ment is rather a self-disclosure of God Himself 
and a revelation of His purpose. The Old Testa- 
ment writers, like Paul in a later day, were con- 
scious of one thing more than anything else: not 
that they had come to know God, but that they 
had become known of Him. 


“God had come to hold for them the centre of the 
whole drama of history, and as a result life had 
become instinct with meaning and history had a 
definite goal. Thus the Old Testament points beyond 
itself to its fulfillment in something outside itself 
—rather to Someone outside itself—a fulfillment 
which is easily discernible in the New Testament. 


“For Origin in the third century and for Augus- 
tine in the fifth, even as for the reformers, Luther 
and Calvin in the sixteenth the essential message 
of the Bible from beginning to end was God’s 
redeeming work which culminated in Christ ... The 
necessary corollary to this was that God Himself 
was the Author of Scripture, because the Scriptures 
spoke of Christ . . . Thus it is God Who is its 
Author, and Christ Who is its message, and the 
Divine Spirit Who is its final interpreter to our 
hearts.” 


Save The Southern 
Presbyterian Church 


By Elder W. A. Cochran 


Bessemer, Ala. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is confronting 
the most serious time in all its history. A great 
number of her officers and members have not kept 
in touch with just what is taking place within 
their church. 


On May 31 of this year, the question of Organic 
Union between the Northern and Southern Presby- 
terian Churches is to come before our General As- 
sembly at Montreat. In all the articles that have 
been written and published, no one has yet given 
any good reason for this union; but there seems to 
be a great number of good reasons against it. Many 
of the leaders in the Northern Church are Modern- 
ists. About two years ago, the Moderator of their 
General Assembly said that the Virgin Birth, the 
Miracles of Christ, the Atonement and the Resur- 
rection, were only theories and not facts. Because 
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of this, a consecrated Quaker Oats man in Chicago 
who was a member and Elder in the Fourth Presby. 
terian Church there, resigned. This man gave more 
than sixty percent of his net earnings to the church, 
We cannot afford to join in with them as we ¢ap. 
not accept the Modernist beliefs. 


If you will read the new book of church order 
that they propose to use under the merger, you wil] 
readily see what the Southern Presbyterian Church 
will be up against. One Synod will comprise about 
four states instead of one, which will necessitate g 
long trip for your Preacher and Elder, and the 
General Assembly may meet in Maine or on the 
West Coast. The North will have four votes to one 
of the South. Therefore we would lose contro] of 
our churches, schools and seminaries. 


A number of years ago the Northern Presby. 
terian Church took over the Cumberland Presby. 
terian Church. Today most of them are closed. The 
a Presbyterians should not let this happen 
to them. 


Catching The Spirit Of The Age? 
By Rev. W. Earle Stevens, Jr.* 


The minister of the Gospel, to find favor with 
the people, is often tempted to be conformed to 
the spirit of the age in which he lives. In regard 
to this we point out the words of G. Campbell Mor 
gan: “We are sometimes told that we need as 
preachers to catch the spirit of the age. I deny 
that emphatically. Our work is not to catch the 
spirit of the age. It is to correct the spirit of the 
age.”’ Or. better yet, we turn to the desire of Paul, 
“My speech and my preaching was not with en- 
ticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstra 
tion of the spirit and of power. That your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God.” 


Paul’s ministry to Corinth was to those accus 
tomed to the wisdom, the oratory, and the culture 
of the world, and well did he know that his congre 
gation could have been larger, finer (as the world 
sees it), and more attractive to other Corinthians 
if he would but conform his message to that of 
the world. However, Paul knew that the “friend 
ship of the world is enmity with God” and he de 
termined not to know anything among them “save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 


Paul knew nothing of a social gospel nor of 4 
gospel conformed to the spirit of the age in whi 
he lived. But he did know that the Gospel which 
he preached could change the hearts and lives of 
those who lived in the world: that those stain 
with sin, the offcasts of society, and the delir- 
quents could become a new creation in Christ Jesus. 


Paul found that God had placed a sting and a 
arrow of conviction and a message of judgment 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that as a true 
minister of Christ he had no right to lessen that 
sting, nor to take the point from that arrow, no 
to soothe the judgment in that message. 


Did that type of preaching have an effect upo 
the world and upon society? Enough for the world 
to say, “these that have turned the world upside 
down are come hither also.” 


*Pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Shreveport, La 
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What Does The Southern 
Presbyterian Church Mean By 
“Inspiration Of Scripture?” 


By Tom Glasgow” 


If we are to have peace and harmony through- 
wt the Church, many believe that we should again 
jeclare what Wwe—as a church—officially mean by 
ihe term, “Inspiration of Scripture.” Virtually all 
of the present dissention disrupting the Church 
it this time would seem to stem from confusion 
m this one point—‘“Inspiration” and “Authority” 
of Scripture. 


The division over the question of “Union” is 
largely due to a widespread belief that the U. S. A. 
Church has drifted far from the historic interpre- 
tation held by the U. S. Church on this important 
point, 


The constant overtures, urging our withdrawal 
fom the Federal Council of Churches, have as 
their base the sincere belief that the leadership 
of that body differs widely from our position on 
this issue. Time and again we feel embarrassed be- 
cause of secular activity of that body, which secu- 
lar activity is believed to be contrary to the proper 
activity of a “‘spiritual agency.” These overt acts, 
together with public utterances by its leaders, 
are believed by many to be at complete variance 
with our viewpoint of “Inspiration.” 


When one reads the First Chapter of our “‘Con- 
fession of Faith” it would seem difficult to under- 
sand how there could be any misunderstanding 
of what the Confession is trying to declare as our 
psition on this vital issue. Again and again, in 
me paragraph after another, the Confession 
would seem to endeavor to declare that it holds the 
entire text of scripture—the books cited and listed 
by name—wholly and personally—‘“being immedi- 
ately inspired by God (directly and in toto!) and 
by His singular care and providence, kept pure 
inall ages, are therefore authentical’”—are wholly 
authoritative as the Word of God, unreserved and 
completely ! 


In spite of the seeming clarity of this declaration 
of Chapter I of the Confession, sincere and able 
men and leaders in the Church do not interpret 
this passage to so hold or mean. Important leaders 
hn our seminaries, church schools and pulpits, 
vhile sincerely believing that the Scripture contains 
the authoritative Word of the living God, these 
gentlemen contend and believe that it also contains 
“ctions which are Hebrew history only and folk 


lore which carry no greater than human authority 
as such! 


These gentlemen are sincere and earnest in 
their convictions, nor can they justly or lightly 
¢ scoffed at: as “Unbelievers” or ‘“Modernists” 
(inthe current: rationalistic implications of that 
ttm). The: ‘fact ‘remains, however, that they are 
relieved to be at wide variance from the historic 
Pesition of.our Church and with the normal and 
reasonable interpretation of the language used in 
our Confession of Faith. It is claimed by these 
gentlemen that they “accept” the Confession and 
that their ‘interpretation of “Inspiration of Scrip- 


ture” conforms with the Confessional statement! 
With equal earnestness, and certainly with over- 
whelming support of the Confession itself and 
the normal interpretation of the language therein 
used, it is contended and believed that in this “ac- 
cepting” of part and rejecting of other parts of 
the books listed in Chapter I., Paragraph II, 
these leaders have definitely and vitally departed 
from the historic position of the U. S. Church and 
the view held by its founders at its very beginning 
and for the first three quarters of a century of its 
existence! 


If this condition exists in the Church—and, 
Gentlemen, we submit that the facts that are of 
common knowledge declare that it does .exist!— 
how can we have either “peace” or “harmony” 
until this vital issue be officially resolved? It is 
conceded that serious division may result from the 
facing of this issue. Is this division less dangerous 
or disasterous than, by failing to face it, we become 
powerless as a Church in the surging sub-cur- 
rents of friction which have been steadily mount- 
ing in our midst? Has the time come when frank, 
honest, earnest and open debate of cardinal issues 
is less desirable than growing friction which would 
devastate and destroy? 


We are told by the “Liberal” wing of the Church 
that they “accept the Inspiration of Scripture.” 
We ask, “What Scripture?” We are told, “‘The 
original manuscripts.’”” We ask, “Where are these 
“original manuscripts?” We are told, “We do not 
have them.” We then again ask, “What Scripture 
is it then that we do accept?” Certainly we cannot 
accept something that does not exist! Brethren, 
why all the “bush beating?” The historic position 
of the Protestant Church and our Church through- 
out its and our existence has contended that the 
translations of the Scripture which have been in 
use for centuries are correct translations of these 
“original manuscripts!’ Does it not seem that the 
only reasonable, rational, practical and fair answer 
which our Confession obviously endeavors to make 
in its initial chapter, is the answer which our 
Church (and the Protestant Church generally) has 
made down the centuries? We commend as a 
clear response to the question here raised and a 
practical and helpful approach to the resolving of 
this issue, the offcial acceptance of the declara- 
tion quoted here below. By it, the hopeless chaos 
and confusion, incident to the position of the 
Liberal wing of the Church which contends that the 
Scripture “contains” the Word of God AND other 
human writings is resolved and answered. The posi- 
tive and historic position of the Church is therein 
declared, but also, the vital right of research and 
examination—essential to the complete freedom of 
conscience—is maintained and preserved. We 
quote and invite your careful consideration and 
adoption of this or some similar clarion declaration: 


“We accept the translation of..the Scripture 
which we have, which translations have been pre- 
pared by carefully selected scholars, who have 
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examined in detail all available manuscripts with 
such scrupulous care and exhaustive thoroughness 
that we believe that they portray in these trans- 
lations a true copy of the original plenarily in- 
spired revelation of God’s declared will for mankind, 
On such a basis we consider them sacred and in- 
violate, composing a truly Holy Book which should 
be added to or subtracted from only after a more 
thorough, competent and exhaustive study has re- 
vealed to the established Courts of the Church that 
such addition or subtraction more perfectly sets 
forth God’s original and perfect revelation. And 
further, although our freedom of conscience per- 
mits free research in this matter, it is neither wise 
nor proper that we lightly or casually project our 
several findings or teach or preach them, which 
findings are at variance with the established trans- 
lations which the Church has approved for gen- 
erations but that these personal views should be 
revealed and discussed publicly, with all care and 
dignity, amid the learned and mature leaders of 
the Church in the official Church Courts, where 
there is a minimum of danger of arousing un- 
profitable and destructive doubts as to the gen- 



















The second book of Moses is called in Hebrew, 
after its opening words, “Now these are the names 
of.”” When it was translated into Greek, the trans- 
lators gave it the name Exodus, i.e. going out, for 
the central theme of the book is the departure of 
the Israelites from the land of Egypt. The book 
relates the preparations for the departure, first by 
describing the hard bondage which made the peo- 
ple sigh for deliverance, and then by showing how 
a leader was raised up whom God would use to 
break the yoke of oppression and through the 
plagues reveal the power of God. Thus there is 
presented both a negative and positive preparation 
for the great deliverance. 










Being thus prepared, the people are led forth 
“out cf the land of Egypt and out of the house of 
bondage,” accompanied by extraordinary displays 
of God’s great power until finally they are brought 
to Sinai in the wilderness. Here they encamp, for 
they are now ready to be organized formally into 
the people of God, the holy nation. Consequently, 
the remainder of the book deals with the legisla- 
tion which was necessary to accomplish this end. 
The book of Exodus thus presents a unified and 
harmonious whole. It consists of a straightforward, 
continuous account and falls into three principle 
divisions. 

























(1) The Sojourn In Egypt 
(1:1 - 12:36) 


This first section of the book may be divided as 
follows: 


(a) 1:1-7. The numerical strength of the He- 
brews in Egypt. These introductory verses form a 
connection with Genesis and presuppose the book 
of Genesis. They serve as a transition from the 
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eral authority and sacred accuracy of the wh 
Bible as God’s inspired and holy Word.” 


Brethren, the issue here presented is not “g¢ 
demic.” It is cardinal in the reconstruction of 
sound foundation for a united Church. The qj 
cussion here projected lies wholly within 










province of our CHURCH COURTS. No profesat "° 
or preacher, with propriety or wisdom, can eled ane 
to decide this issue for his students or his congy urna 
gation. To preach or teach otherwise insures natu 
divided Church, and an actual and vital chan ae 
in the meaning of our Confession by Infiltratiomm °° 
rather than by competent debate by equals ay This 
in our church courts which are the only proper ay outsit 
constitutional agency to so decide! No greats _ 
issue confronts the very life of our Church at this "8 
hour. We urge that the issue here raised be fara s 
—frankly, earnestly and promptly, and may th nm H 
Spirit of God lead us to His wisdom therein! (Ex 
—_——— perf 
*Elder in the Myers Park Presbyterian Churigm 20V 
Charlotte, N. C. - 
mort 
atte: 
am 
8:22 
It 
of 
sign 
seve 
the 
pla 
tia? 
7 
book of Genesis to that of Exodus and also, mm 
their reference to the increase among the Israel . 
ites, prepare the way for the subsequent narrativam ?4 


(The reader should note such incidental evidence 
of the unity and inward harmony of the Pent 
teuch, which point toward the conclusion that th 
work is the product of one mind and not a com 
pilation of conflicting documents). 


(b) 1:8-22. The severe affliction of the Israe 
ites by which they were compelled to take parti 
the construction of Pithom and Rameses. The a 
cavations in Egypt have, according to authorities 
confirmed this fact.* 


(c) 2-4. The preparation of Moses for his 
as leader of the people. God makes known to Mow 
the fact that Israel is His people and that He hu 
come down to deliver the people from bondag 
The Name “I Am” which He reveals, is His ¢0 
nant Name. Let it be noted that our Lord definitel 
placed the imprimatur of His approval] upon & 
historicity of the events recorded in Exodus 
(cf. Mark 12:24ff). 


(d) 5:1-12:36. The contest with Moses, th 
plagues and the institution of the passover. Mose 
was to approach Pharaoh with the request that tit 
people be permitted to go. By way of credent 
he was provided with miracles, and the perfom 
ance of these miracles would, make it clear both’ 
Pharoah and to the Israelites that Moses was. 
an ambassador from God, : 


We are living in an age, however, which é 
believes in miracles. What, therefore, shall we § 


*See W. F. Albright, From The Stone Age! 
Christianity, 1940, Page 1990. 
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jbout these miracles which are recorded in the 
ok of Exodus? The Scripture, in speaking of 
miracles, uses such terms as signs, wonders, 
powers. These are not merely wonderful or unusual 
or extraordinary events of ordinary providence, 
but they are signs or powers. 


We may define a miracle as a direct act of God’s 
gecial revelation, performed by God in the ex- 
ternal world, contrary to the ordinary course of 
nature, and designed to be an attestation or sign. 
An example will suffice. One of the miracles re- 
corded in Exodus was that of the plague of flies. 
This event occurred, not in the heart of man, but 
outside, in the external world, where it could be 
discerned by the senses. It was an act accompany- 
ing God’s special, redemptive revelation.. It was 
wrought contrary to the ordinary course of nature, 
in that the swarms of flies afflicted the Egyptians 
and not the Israelites: discrimination was apparent. 
(Exodus 8:21-23). Apparently, therefore, in the 
performance of this mighty miracle God worked 
above or possibly even against the means of which 
He makes use in ordinary providence. Further- 
more, the appearance of these flies was a sign or 
attestation “‘to the end thou mayest know that I 
am iY Lord in the midst of the earth.” (Exodus 
8:22b). 


It should further be noted that in the miracles 
of this portion of Exodus there is deliberate de- 
sign, for they progress in the intensity of their 
severity. They also make a distinction between 
the people of God and the Egyptians, and the last 
plague reveals a particularism, smiting the Egyp- 
tians, not indiscriminately, but only the first-born. 


These miracles are not mere exhibits for the 
entertainment of man but they teach the character 
of God, and are performed in connection with the 
plan of redemption. Only God can perform a mir- 
acle. The magicians of Egypt merely wrought lying 
— which were but imitations and counter- 
its. 


This is the first period of miracles in Biblical 
history. They are necessary at this time as ac- 
companiments to the mighty act of deliverance 
which God would perform in bringing forth the 
people from Egypt and establishing them in Ca- 
naan. Can we believe in miracles? The basic ques- 
tion is: Do we truly believe in the almighty Trinity 
who created heaven and earth, the one God who in 
all His attributes is infinite, eternal and unchange- 
able? This God has all power. In His ordinary pro- 
vidence He does make use of means. Nevertheless, 
at His pleasure, He may work without, above or 
against them, and in connection with His gracious 
deliverance of the children of Israel, He did so 
work. (See the Westminster Confession, Chapter 
V, Section III). 


(2) The Journey From Egypt To Sinai 
(12:37 - 19:2) 


(a) 12:37-42. The journey from Rameses to Suc- 
coth. As to the historicity of the departure from 
Egypt, there can be no question. Precisely when, 
however, did this exodus occur? There are two 
views as to the date of the exodus. One view would 
posit an early date, about the middle of the fif- 
teenth-century B. C. The other would prefer a 
later date, probably about 1290 B. C. Which of 

ese dates is correct? The present writer believes 
that it is not possible with our present knowledge 
to settle the question dogmatically, The question 
not a simple one to resolve; indeed, it is rather 


complex, and there are many factors which must 
be taken into consideration. However, the Biblical 
data seem to favor the earlier date. What is most 
important, however, is the fact of the exodus. It 
did occur, as the Scripture relates. 


(b) 12:43-51. This little section contains further 
regulations concerning the (Passover, particularly 
setting forth the conditions under which the 
stranger might partake. 


(c) 13:1-22. This chapter serves the function of 
a parenthesis. It describes the feast of unleavened 
bread and narrates the journey to Etham. 


(d) 14:1-19:2. The passage of the Red Sea and 
the journey to Sinai. It has been the testimony of 
those who have been in the Sinai Peninsula that 
these chapters in Exodus accurately reflect the con- 
ditions of the desert. The writer has been privil- 
eged to travel in the Sinai Peninsula and he would 
add his testimony to this fact. “It is perhaps under- 
standable that those who have never been in the 
desert of Sinai would scoff at the historicity of the 
narratives in the Book of Exodus. But one who 
has been in this region knows that the narratives 
bear the air of reality. It is almost impossible to 
think that they were written by anyone who did 
not know the desert.** 


(3) The Sojourn At Sinai 
(19:3 - 40:38) 


(a) 19:3-25. God proposes a covenant relation- 
ship with Israel, unon condition of obedience. This 
covenant relationship is theocratic; the people of 
God are now to be established as the theocratic 
nation. It is God, not the nation, who establishes 
this relationship. This theocratic nation is to be 
“unto me a kingdom of priests and an holy na- 
tion.” (Exodus 19:5b). 


(b) 20:1-20. The ten commandments, the basis 
of the theocracy. This remarkable body of legis- 
lation is not to be regarded merely as a group of 
laws which the Hebrew nation found to be prac- 
ticable. They are not laws of human but of divine 
origin. These remarkable laws summarily compre- 
hend the moral law of God, which moral law “is 
the declaration of the will of God to mankind, di- 
recting and binding every one to personal, perfect 
and perpetual conformity and obedience thereunto, 
in the frame and disposition of the whole man, 
soul and body, and in performance of all those 
duties of holiness and righteousness which he 
oweth to God and man: promising life upon the 
fulfilling, and threatening death upon the breach 
of it.” (See Question 93, The Larger Catechism). 


The presence of the Ten Commandments causes 
a stumblingblock to negative critical theories, for 
the presence of precisely these laws cannot satis- 
factorily be explained except as the product of 
special Divine revelation. 


(c) 20:21-23:33. The book of the Covenant. 
This section contains the constitution of Israel, 
comprising laws which relate to worship and the 
rights of man. Some of these laws are similar to 
those which are found on the famous Code of 
Hammurabi of Babylonia (Eighteenth Century 
B. C.) The discovery of this code has silenced for- 
ever the objection that writing was not known at 
the time of Moses, It also indicates the antiquity 


**The Presbyterian Guardian, Apri] 10, 1944, 
Page 110. 





Page 8 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Feb. 15, 1947 





of the laws of Exodus. However, Moses did not 
borrow from Hammurabi. No doubt many of these 
laws, because of their intrinsic value, were wide- 
spread in the ancient world. Under Divine inspira- 
tion, Moses gathered those particular laws which 
would serve as the foundation for the Israelitish 
nation. 


(d) 24:1-31:18. The covenant is ratified and 
the covenant meal is eaten. The specifications of 
the tabernacle are revealed to Moses in the mount. 


(e) 32-33. The sin of the golden calf. 


(f) 24-40. The erection of the tabernacle. Inci- 
dental evidences of genuineness appear in the ac- 
count. For example, there is reference to the 
Shittem wood (a species of acacia), a tree which 
is plentiful in the wilderness of Sinai. Israel was 


———— 


——— 


now the theocratic nation, i.e. the nation in which 
God had taken His dwelling. A sanctuary in which 
God might make His dwelling was built, commonly 
known as the Tabernacle. This was to be the dwell. 
ing place of the covenant God and the tent where 
the Lord met His veople, Thus, Israel is established 
as the chosen nation. 


Who can read the book of Exodus without being 
impressed by its remarkable unity and harmony? 
But was this book really written by Moses? Such 
is its claim. Moses wrote the book of the covenant 
(Exodus 24:4), and the Jaws relating to the sane. 
tuary and the ritual (found in Chapters 24-40) are 
expressly said to have been revealed to Moses, If 
these claims are not true, the book of Exodus must 
be dismissed as fraud. “Did not Moses give yoy 
the law?” asks our Lord in John 7:19. Let us who 
name the Name of Christ abide in His judgment. 








Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For March 2: Jesus 
Sums Up His Claims 


Scripture: John 12:12-50; Mark 11:1-10. Devo- 
tional Reading: Psalms 2. 


Jesus claims to be the Eternal Son of God, our 
Saviour and Redeemer. As our Redeemer—the 
Anointed One, the Christ—He executes the three- 
fold office of Prophet, Priest, King. The object of 
John’s Gospel as stated in 20:31, is: “These are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.” 


In our chapter we have a sort of summary of 
these claims of Jesus. He is clearly revealed here 
as King, Verses 12-19; as Priest, Verses 20-36; as 
Prophet, Verses 37-50. 


Our Devotional Reading, Psalms 2, is a most 
striking prophecy concerning Christ as King. “I 
have set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.’’ God 
has given all the nations of this world to His Son. 
They may plan and plot all they please, but all 
their rebellious plotting will be in vain. 


Jesus Christ claims to be King: 12:12-19. “Be- 
hold thy King cometh.” 


Comparing the passage in John with the one in 
Mark we see that Jesus carefully planned His 
“Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem. In Matthew’s 
Gospel the kingly aspect of the Messiah is pre- 
dominant. The Genealogy and the question of the 
wise men, “Where is he that is born King. of the 
Jews?” are indicative of this general viewpoint. 


It is useless to speculate on what would. have 
been the result if the Jews had accepted Him as 
their King, It is true that for this one day “the 
whole world is gone after him,” as the Jewish 
leaders said in their chagrin, but it was only a 
passing emotion and the crowd just a few days 
later—many of the same people, no doubt— 
shouted, “crucify him, crucify him.” If He had 


been willing to have been crowned by such people, 
as an earthly monarch, he could have worn a 
crown of gold instead of the crown of thorns 
which they pressed upon his brow very soon after 
this demonstration. 


He refused an earthly kingdom of unregenerate 
Jews that He might have a heavenly and spiritual 
kingdom of regenerated men and women from all 
the world. The devil had assailed Him with this 
very temptation when he said: “All these will I 
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.” 
He is building His spiritual Kingdom—the King- 
dom of Grace—now in the hearts and lives of true 
believers. We reign with Him in the heavenly 
places. Some day He will come in the clouds of 
glory and sit upon the throne of His glory and 
His Kingdom will be a universal one of peace and 
righteousness. All nations shall be gathered before 
Him and He shall separate them as a shepherd 
divides the sheep from the goats. 


“Christ executeth the office of a King, in sub 
duing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, 
and in restraining and conquering all his and ou 
enemies.” If He is our King then we are to sur- 
render to Him, be subject to His orders, rely upon 
Him for victory over the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. His enemies are our enemies; His victory, 
ours. We are to fight the good fight of faith de 
pending upon Him for the grace and power to 
overcome. 


Have we really put Him on the throne? There 
must be unconditional surrender. “If any man Wil 
come after me, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross and follow me.” Here is His challenge. It is 
a question of losing or saving our lives: keep them 
for ourselves, -and we lose them; give them to Him, 
and. they are safe. So many are ready to receive 
Him as Prophet, or Teacher; as Priest and Saviour; 
but are not willing to take Him as Lord and Mas 
ter. We must receive Him as freely offered in the 
Gospel. He offers Himself as our King, Has every 
idol been taken off the throne, that He may relga 
supreme? May we stop right here and give ou 





feb. 15, 1947 
feb. 15, 1947 _ 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 9 





—EE——————— 


yearts completely to our King! To be thus wholly 
gnctified, set apart, consecrated, surrendered to 
fis will, is the only adequate response to His claim 
ys our King. He is seeking such loyal followers 
day as He sought them while upon the earth. 
lord Jesus, King of our hearts, reign supreme, 
and reign alone! 


Jesus Christ claims to be Priest: 20-36. “And I, 
ifI be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.” 


“Certain Greeks” came saying to Philip: “Sir, 
we would see Jesus.”’ Just why they came we do 
not know, but Jesus takes this opportunity to state 
the necessity for His death and the glory of that 
death. “The hour is come that the Son of Man 
should be glorified.” He was not thinking of the 
tumultuous scene through which He had just come, 
but of Gethsemane ana the Cross, of the corn of 
wheat Which must fail into the ground and die, if 
there was to be “‘much truit.” 


What is it that makes Jesus Christ the Great 
Magnet? Not His words, although they were 
matchless; not His works—His miracles—although 
they were marvellous; not His lite, although it was 
spodless. The one thing about our Saviour that 
araws all men unto Him is His priestly, sacrificial 
death on the cross. That there might be no mis- 
take, John adds: “‘This he said, signitying what 
death he should die.” 


“Christ executeth the office of a priest, in His 
once oftering up of Himseit a sacritice to satis1y 
Divme Justice and reconciuie us to God, and im 
making continual intercession for us.” Jonn the 
bapust Was pointing to this when he said: **behoid 
tue Lamb OL God tnat taketh away the sin of the 
world.”” 


Have we accepted Him as our Priest? Or, like 
some of our tascidious modern unbelievers, ao we 
mock and make tun of this precious teaching, and 
cal it a “bloody gospel,” or a “gospel or tne 
stambles?” Are we trampiing His hoiy biood under 
our unnoly teet and pucting Him to an open 
smame{ ‘brue believeis have exyressed the teelings 
of thelr LanSOMed SOUIS IN SUCN NymMNS as: “Kock 
Ul Ages,” ““Ac ‘1:he Cross,” *“Lhere is A fFouncain 
hea with bioou,” “wvesus Faia it Aull,’ and a 
Muttuade OL Otnels. 


Jesus claims to be Prophet: 37-50, “The word 
that 4 nave spoken.” 


A prophet is one who “speaks for God.” Judged 
y this dennition, Jesus is tne Une Great Propnet. 
“Whatsoever 1 speak tneretore, even as the Father 
Said unto me, so 1 speak.’’ Mis name as given by 
Joun 1s the “Logos” or word. He comes to reveal 


to Us by Mis Word and Spirit tne wul of God tor 
our salvation. 


He was called “Rabbi,” or Teacher. He was for- 
ver proclaiming grace and trucn—tne truth that 
Wolua set Men uree. in His sermons, parables, inci- 
Mate taikS W1tN MiSs disciples, Me Was revealing the 
Wul of GOd Lor Our saivauon. me was telling us tne 
Way of truth. ‘kne will of God and ior men to 
‘Kepent,’” and “selieve tne Gospel.” ‘Ine “good 
news” was tnat the Saviour had come. Men must 
Change tneir minds and ways, turn Irom sin, and 
leceive the One wnom God nad sent. 


«, £ any man hear my words and believe not.” 
€ that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 


YOUR GIFTS GET THERE 


—Photo by World Council of Churches 


This man and woman, of 72 and 65, are pictured 
as they left the Reformed Church Distribution 
Center in Warsaw. After a stretch of imprisonment 
in Germany, they are trying to rebuild life anew 
in the shattered Polish capital. These gifts from 
the American Churches make it easier. 


Church World Service, Ine., is the constituted 
agency for carrying on the Good Samaritan Pro- 
gram of the Church in disaster areas around the 
world. It provides Worldwide, Trustworthy, Effi- 
cient Service, in the name of Christ. The Southern 
Presbyterian Church is one of the 26 denomina- 
tions composing this agency. 


Church World Service, Inc., will take your gifts of 
clothing (new and used), shoes, bedding, soap, 
candles, powdered milk, food concentrates, medi- 
cines and hospital supplies, or livestock, and send 
these gifts to save lives overseas and help re- 
establish and strengthen church life in the devas- 
tated areas. 


Send such gifts to the most convenient of the fol- 
lowing Church World Service Centers: 


New Windsor, Md. 

740 Esplanade Avenue, New Orleans, La. 

510 South Elm Avenue, St. Louis County 19, Mo. 
134 North Patterson Boulevard, Dayton 2, Ohio. 


Send contribution through your Local Church 
Treasurer; or directly to Rev. E. C. Scott, D.D., 
Treasurer, War Relief Committee, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., 1120 Liberty Bank Building, Dallas 
1, Tex. ; 


For information write Special Representative, 
Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


The Presbyterian War Relief Committee 
Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., Chm. 
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words, hath one that judgeth him; the word that 
I have spoken shall judge him on the last day.” 
What a solemn warning to all of us who have His 
Word in our hands and homes and churches! What 
. = thing to live in a land of Bibles and not 
elieve! 


“This is my beloved Son, hear Him.” God spoke 
these words from heaven, thus accrediting His 
Messenger. Faith cometh by hearing. If we stop 
our ears, harden our hearts, refuse to listen or 
understand, how can we be saved? “Lord, who 
hath believed our report?” “He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear.” 


Have we taken Jesus Christ as our Prophet? 
Are we listening to His voice? “Listen, and you 
shall live.” 


May the Holy Spirit use our lesson today to 
make us “examine the foundations” again. Let us 
not leave this Scripture without yielding to Him 
fully and completely, as Prophet, Priest, King. We 
have a Complete Saviour, a full and complete Sal- 
vation. He is freely offered; let us take Him as He 
so graciously offers Himself to every lost sinner. 


Lesson For March 9: Jesus Washes 
The Disciples’ Feet 


Scripture: John 13. Devotional Reading: I Peter 
5:5-11. 


Was Peter thinking of this beautiful incident 
when he wrote in his epistle (Devotional Read- 
ing): “Yea all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility?” (“Gird yourselves 
with humility to serve one another.”) R. V. Prob- 
ably so. Perhaps he was not only thinking of what 
his Lord had done, but of his own boastful words 
and of Judas’ base act, for he goes on to say: “Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: whom resist steadfast in the 
faith.” 


It was natura] for this lesson taught by Jesus to 
his disciples, to make a deep impression on Peter, 
and it ought to make a deep impression on us. The 
spirit of humility and of loving service is as badly 
needed today as then. Pride, self-seeking, boast- 
fulness, even treachery, are by no means dead. 
These sins hurt and humiliate the Church now as 
they hurt the heart of the Master as He dealt with 
these early disciples. We have today: 


1. A Beautiful Picture of Jesus. This scene re- 
veals our Saviour’s outward lowliness and grace, 
and inner loveliness of character, Nowhere else in 
all history do we see such a picture as that pre- 
sented by the King girding Himself and kneeling 
to wash the feet of his subjects. A King—The King 
—with a towel and a bason doing the work of a 
household servant—the King on His knees, serv- 
ing sinful men. ‘Paul tells us, “but made himself of 
no reputation and took upon him the form of a 
servant.” Our Catechism.speaks of “His estate of 
humiliation.” It is most interesting to note that 
John, who is looking at Jesus from the viewpoint 
of His being the Son of God especially, should re- 
cord this lowly scene. It accentuates the glory of 
His Deity. It gives us an additional reason to be- 


lieve on His name—the name that is above every 
name. 
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What are some of these inner glories? (Se. 
Verses 31-32). 


We see the perfect knowledge of Jesus. “Jogy 
knew that His hour was come,” and “Jesus know. 
ing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands.” (Verses 1-3). None of these closing events 
of our Saviour’s life and ministry came as a gyp. 
prise to Him. He was not accepting some “second 
best” because He could not obtain the “first best,” 
He was not “making the best” of a situation that 
might have been better; not “using shields of 
brass instead of shields of gold.” Earthly kings 
may have to do this; the Heavenly King, never, 
He knew from the beginning that His pathway led 
to the cross—that His hour was coming. He also 
knew that He was the Son of God. Even as a boy 
of twelve He must be in His Father’s House and 
about His Father’s business. 


His enduring love. “Having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto the end.” 
Their dullness and many imperfections did not 
shatter His love. Even though one was a traitor 
and another a coward and all seemed so selfish 
and thoughtless, He still loved them. He knew all 
about them, and loved them still. Is not this a com. 
forting thought for us in our weakness? 


His amazing humility, This is emphasized by the 
height from which He stooped. If He had been 
ignorant of His oneness with God, then His hv 
mility would not be so surprising, but knowing His 
position and authority as the King of Kings, He 
knelt as a servant to wash the feet of sinful men 
Here is true humility at the height of glory. 


His cleansing power. The washing of the feet of 
the disciples was an ordinary act of courtesy per- 
formed tor the comfort of travelers and was usu- 
ally done by a servant. But this washing, as we 
learn from His words to Peter, was symbolic of 
His power to make clean their souls. It was a pic 
ture of the washing of regeneration, the work of 
the Spirit Whom He would send. 


The whole picture is indeed a glorious exhibi- 
tion of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who, 
though He was rich, for our sakes became poor, 
that we through His poverty might be rich. 


His example for us. His example ought to make 
us rich in the same graces He so abundantly pos 
sessed. We cannot foliow His example in all things, 
for He does for us and others what we cannot do, 
but we can follow Him in lowly service. We cal, 
by His grace, get rid of pride and self-seeking and 
walk “as He walked” in all lowliness of mind. If 
our Lord and Master performed this menial task, 
is there anything too small or self-debasing for us! 
If we know these things, happy are we if we @ 
them. Have we ever tried the Master’s way of 
making life happy? The world’s way is making me 
miserable. 


2. A Very Distressing Picture of the Disciples 
From Luke 22:24 we learn that “there was also 4 
strife among them, which of them should be & 
counted the greatest.” This selfish ambition 
been manifested again and again; now it crops out 
even at the feast in the upper room. What a place 
and time for such “a strife!’ 


It may have been this “strife” which preventel 
them from thinking of, or at least performing, ! 
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yk so customary and courteous, They may have 
joked at each other as much as to say, who is 
ing to do this? No servant was there and they 
yre too proud or thoughtless, so the Master be- 
wmes the servant. 


What were their feelings? We can see how Peter 
fit, for he as usual, spoke his thoughts. How did 
jon and James and Judas feel? John certainly 
id some searching of heart. 


Peter’s reaction was true to form—from one 
atreme to another. “Thou shalt never wash my 
jet” ... “Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
jnds and my head.” He loved His Lord, but so 
sten did not understand Him, or his flesh was 
weak. 


Verse 10 shows us that after we have been 
“washed,” cleansed, regenerated, we do not need 
his work a second time, but we do need constant 
‘wshing’” of our feet. We come in daily contact 
with sin, and while we do not have to be “born 
ain” every time we sin, we do need to confess 
wr sins and be cleansed from all unrighteousness. 
Daily cleansing is as necessary for the soul as con- 
sant washing of the feet for the traveler. We can- 
nt be too careful to have this purifying experi- 
ance. Do not allow our souls to remain soiled by 
the sin which is all around us. 


Before we finish with Peter, let us look at his 
boastful words in Verse 37: “I will lay down my 
life for thy sake.”’ Let not him who puts his armor 
om, boast, but the one who lays it aside after the 
battle and the victory. Peter’s boasting prepared 
the way for his failure and tears. Let him who 
thinks he stands, take heed lest he fall. 


What about Judas? How could a man be so 
base? To be in his place among the disciples, to 
be the treasurer, to hear all the gracious words of 
his Master, to see all He did, to have Him kneel 
and lave the water over his feet and wipe them 
with the towel—and then go out to finish his ter- 
tile deed of betrayal! ““And it was night.” Surely 
no night could be blacker than Judas’ heart! 


3, Some heart-searching lessons for us. Who can 
study such a lesson and not have many questions 
arise? Who can study it and not pray that God 
wil search his own heart? 


“Lord, who is it,” or as given in another place, 
“Is it 12” Is it possible to be a “Judas” today? To 
betray Him with a kiss? To crucify Him afresh 
and put Him to an open shame? What are we 
doing when we belittle Him? When we make Him 
&mere man, in the face of all His claims? When 
we make fun of, or refuse the atonement of, His 
precious blood? When we neither “believe,” or 
“do” the things He commands? 


Is there “strife” among us today as to which 
we shall be the greatest? Has not this selfish 
spirit been the bane of the Church? Is there any 
jealousy or envy in our hearts when a “brother” 
8 promoted and we are “left out?” 


Do we ever have the boastful spirit of Peter, 
coupled with his cowardice? 


Notice Jesus’ cure for all these evils. “A new 
‘mmandment I give unto you, that ye love one 
ys - I have loved you.” May God grant us 
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your money 
to work 


For the benefit of those who desire to put their 
money to work, both for themselves and for the 
advancement of Christ’s Kingdom, our Church has 
established The Presbyterian Foundation—a non- 
profit holding corporation set up for the purpose 
of making it easy for one to give or leave money 
or real estate to approved benevolences of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


The Foundation is specifically designed to function 
where funds are to be divided among several agen- 
cies, affording the easiest, least expensive and 
surest way of dividing a gift or bequest, large or 
small, among two or more causes, such as Foreign 
Missions, Home Missions, Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief, and others, 


As desired and directed by the donor, the Founda- 
tion will either (1) hold the principal and use the 
income for the causes named by the donor; or (2) 
turn over the principal to the chosen causes for 
their immediate use. 


UULINAINUUAI 


In arranging bequests and annuity gifts the Foun- 
dation is well qualified to serve you. 


If you are interested, write for 
full information to: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 
FOUNDATION 


Commercial National Bank Building 
CHARLOTTE, N. C. 





“FOUNDATION Day” 
Sunday, March 16, 1947 
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Lesson For March 16: Intimate 
Words With His Disciples 


Scripture: John 14-16. Devotional Reading: John 
14:12-21. 


Three marvellous chapters for one lesson! We 
are on holy ground as we study these words for 
they are the last words spoken by our loving Lord 
before His suffering and death. They are His inti- 
mate heart talks with those whom He loves to the 
end, and have always been an unspeakable source 
of comfort and inspiration to Christians. 


We can but gather up a few of the precious 
thoughts in these chapters. May we think along 
these lines: (1) The Untroubled Life, Chapter 14; 
(2) The Fruitful Life, Chapter 15; (3) The Vic- 
torious Life, Chapter 16. 


The Untroubled Life: 
heart be troubled.” 


John 14. “Let not your 


Their hearts were troubled, and knowing their 
hearts better than they themselves knew them, He 
spoke these words which have made this chapter 
the best loved chapter in the Bible to many broken, 
bruised, and weary souls. 


1. The untroubled life is a life of Trust in God. 
The soul anchors itself in Him. 


Trust in God our Father. “Believe in God’— 
“in my Father’s house.” Our Father’s house is 
Home. These words are for those who can rightly 
claim God as their Father, and say from their 
hearts, “Abba, Father.” Heaven is a place, a 
prepared place for a prepared people—a mansion, 
a room. If we are tempted to say, as Philip did, 
“show us the Father,” then the answer comes to 
us also, “He that hath seen Me hath seen the 
Father.” 


Trust, or Faith, in God the Son. “Believe also 
in me.” “I am the way, the truth and the life.” 
“Without the way, there is no going; without 
the truth, there is no knowing; without the life, 
there is no living.’”’ The way to God, to Heaven, 
to our Home, is not a path, but a Person. That 
Person is the Son, our Redeemer, Who with His 
own precious blood has purchased our pardon 
and set us free. He is our Teacher, showing us 
the way. He is our life; we live, we walk, in Him. 
Trust Him as Savior, Guide, Leader, Friend; He 
will be with us all the way and enable us to have 
untroubled hearts. 


Trust in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the 
One “called along side to help, We are living in 
the dispensation of the Spirit. “The Holy Spirit, 
the third person in the Trinity, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, of the same substance and 
equal in power and glory, is, together with the 
Father and the Son, to be believed in, loved, 
obeyed, and worshipped throughout the ages.” 
(Confession, Ch. 9, I). (It would be very profitable 
to read this chapter). The indwelling Spirit unites 
us to Christ and to one another. 


2. The Untroubled Life is a Life of Prayer. 
“And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do.” We are in constant communication with 
God through Christ. We are not alone, cut off 
from our Source of strength and comfort, but in 
close touch with God. We can talk to Him in all 
places and at all times. We can ask what we will: 










“If ye shall ask anything in my name I will do jt 
This promise is conditional on our “abiding ; 
him,” as we see in Ch. 15. “Prayer changes things 
and one thing it changes is this: “It changes a sad 
heart into a singing heart’—“He gives songs « 
the night.” 





























3. The Untroubled Life is a Life of Obedience: 
An obedience born of faith and love, “If ye love 
me, keep My commandments.” When we do this 
then our works will be even greater than His 
because He has gone to the Father. Since th 
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost the {| 
lowers of Christ have been able to do great things 
in His name. 












Can we have “Perfect Peace” in a world fy 
of trouble? Can we have peace for sinful, anxioy 
sad, and suffering souls? “My peace I give untd 
you.” Here is a legacy left to all of us. Have we 
claimed it? 









The Fruitful Life: John 15. “That ye bear mum 
fruit.” 







_ Life is not real until it bears fruit. “By ther 
fruits ye shall know them.” “Herein is my Father 


glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 
my disciples.” 









There are degrees of fruit-bearing:: “fruit’”— 
“more fruit”—“much fruit’—“fruit that remains’ 
(Vs. 16). The Savior illustrated this in His par- 
ble of the Sower: “Some thirty, some sixty, some 
an hundred-fold.”’ 








There are also conditions for fruitfulness, One 
condition is Pruning. Chastening is not pleasant, 
but it is profitable. We are pruned, we are chaster- 
ed, in order that we may bear fruit. Let us not 
complain when the Father cuts off and casts away 
some worthless branches. We can _ never bea 
proper, or perfect, or abundant fruit, until many 
of the things of the world are taken away. The 
reason we bear so little fruit is often because we 
have too many unprofitable, long, clinging branches 
which have entwined themselves around “the 
world.” We shrink from the pruning knife, and we 
fail in our fruitfulness. 

















Another condition is “abiding”? in Him. Apart 
from Christ, we can do nothing—nothing but wither 
and die. It is only as the sap flows through the 
branches that they live and bear fruit. If anything 
interrupts that flow, then death follows. 










One result of abiding in Him is prevailing prayer. 
“If ye abide in me and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unt 
you.” When we “abide in Him” our wills become 
a will; there is no conflict, and our prayers pre 
vall. 








There are many kinds of fruit. One is Love. 
Paul begins his list with it: “The fruit of the 
Spirit is Love.” “This is my commandment, that 
ye love one another.” Love leads to sacrifice—W 
the laying down of life, if necessary. 



































One result of fruitfulness is Friendship with 
Christ. “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever ! 
command you.” 


























Another result, (and it may seem a strange ont) 
is the hatred of the world. The world hated Christ 
The world will hate His disciples. No one evé 
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bore such fruit as Christ bore, no other loved 
as He loved, no other gave as He gave, and yet 
the world hated Him. We are not to marvel if the 
world hates us. There is inborn antagonism be- 
tween “the world” and the Christian. They hated 
Him without a cause; they will hate us. 


Another result is witness-bearing. In a world 
that hates both us and our Master we can still 
testify both to the power of Christ and to His 
Grace in our hearts. The very fact that the world 
is dark, makes it a better place to shine. In a world 
of hate is a fine place to show Love. 


The Victorious Life: John 16. “I have overcome 
the world.” 


There is close connection with the preceding 
chapter, which closes with the thought of our wit- 
nessing to a world that hates both us and Christ. 
Our life in such a world will not be an easy one. 
Have real Christians ever found it a “friend to 
grace, to lead us on to God”? What is the record? 


Hatred leads to persecution, (16:1-3). They 
would be put out of the synagogues and killed. 
The Savior is faithful in warning them. All church 


history bears out His words. Blood and tears have 
been the marks along “the Way.” 


One of their most heart-breaking experiences 
will be His absence from them. He is going: back 
to the Father. They are to be left alone; and yet 
not alone. He is sending the Comforter. “It is ex- 
pedient for you that I go away.” This was hard 
to believe, but true. Why? He proceeds to tell 
them. 


The Holy Spirit will “‘reprove, (convict, or con- 
vince) the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment,” ete. (Turn to paragraph III in 
Ch. IX of Confession). The Holy Spirit will also 
guide them into all the truth. Here we have a 
guarantee that the New Testament will be in- 
spired, as the Old Testament was. (See Bernard’s 
Progress of Doctrine). The disciples are slow of 
understanding before Pentecost, but after the Holy 
Spirit came they understood the Scriptures. We 
will understand too, if we rely upon His guidance. 


“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be 
of good cheer: I have overcome the world.” The 
Spirit-filled life is the Victorious Life. “I will send 
Him unto you.” Are we victorious? Can we not 
be with such a promise? 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For March 
STEWARDSHIP 


Introduction For The Month 


Some time during the month of March your 
church officers will be around to see you, or will 
ask you to come around to see them about the 
matter of making a pledge to the work of the 
church during the coming year. Since this month is 
the month when the church gets its money pledged 
it’s a good month to study stewardship and most 
folks are not surprised when they see the emphasis 
for this month. 


But stewardship is something far wider and far 
deeper than mere money giving, and our Richmond 
committee has chosen topics tor this month that 
set-in vivid contrast the difference between funda- 
mental Christian ideas and the ideas that the 
majority of the world are accepting today as their 
tule of life. These contrasts set clearly before us 
our stewardship. We are stewards of these Chris- 
tian ideas and possibilities, and we must be faithful 
to keep alive by our living and by our giving. 


To understand these ideas as they are set in 
contrast in our topics demands that we go back 
and study some of the most familiar yet most 
neglected texts in the Bible. Let’s look at each of 
these contrasts in the light of some familiar text 
of Scripture, 


March 2: Persons - Not Things 
Introduction 


Will each one of you now think of some paticular 
person that you know, some man that you think 
is the most successful person that you know. Now 
ask yourself this question, ‘‘Why do I think that he 
is successful?” As you list the reasons why you 
think that he is successful most of them will 
probably be because he has money, property, in- 
fluence in the community, and so on. And if you 
think that way it means that you will go on and 
seek to build your lives in order to get the same 
things, and unless we are very careful we will be 
using people wrongly in an effort to gain things. 


We need to go back and remind ourselves of the 
fundamental values of life and to follow ‘the 
formula for success laid down by our Lord Jesus. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Matthew 16:24-27) 


1. Determined Purpose: If any man would come 
after me. When we receive the Low? Teens oc 
as Savior we must also follow Him as ] 

Such following does not just happe 
make a definite decision to follow anc 
a clean break. 
eS 
\ j 
rk 
Ww 


2. Self-Denial: let him deny himsel 
that we all have which says, “I want 
own way” will want to follow the lusts 
the lusts of the eyes, and the vain 
life, but such a way is contrary to th 
Father. To follow Christ demands t 
self and say to God, “Not my will, | 
done.” 
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3. Sacrificial Living: Take up his cross and 
follow me. The cross is not suffering that is laid 
upon us, it is that task, that job, that costs us 
something but we lay hold upon it gladly to fol- 
low in the footsteps of our Master. 


4. Supreme Value: What profit if we gain the 
whole world and lose our soul. The soul is the 
whole personality of an individual, not some part 
that shall survive death. If we live only for things, 
for thrills, or by theories, we shall lose life here 
and hereafter, But if the personality-body and 
spirit—is our supreme concern, then we will save 
our life now and forever. 


Suggestions 


Judging by most of the sermons we hear and 
books we read souls have gone out of date, and the 
church today is not to save souls but to save the 
world for the social order the church can build by 
applying pressure properly upon unregenerate men. 
This kind of program is utterly foreign to any- 
thing that we have in Christ, the Apostles, or the 
early church. We need to get back to fundamentals. 
In this program do some honest to goodness study 
of the Scripture lesson and answer the questions: 
“What will it profit me if I gain the whole world 
and lose my soul?” “How can I lose my soul?” 
“How can my soul be saved?” Until we answer 
these questions we will more than likely live for 
things and not for persons for whom Christ died. 


——_>———_——. 


March 9: Character - Not Power 
Introduction 


I was reared in a city that nestled in a valley 
between several mountains. All the people who 
could afford it used to have winter homes in the 
valley and summer homes on one of the mountains. 
These people were citizens of two towns—the town 
in the valley and the town on the mountain. 


A born-again Christian is a citizen of two worlds. 
Our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20) but we 
live on earth, subject to the powers that be. (Rom. 
13:1) Therefore we must render to Caesar, the 
things that are Caesar’s; and unto God, the things 
that are God’s. (Matt. 22:21) Paul wrote to the 
“saints in Christ Jesus, which are at Philippi.” 
(Phil. 1:1) Our dwelling in Christ is essential, the 
place where we happen to be is incidental. This 
makes the Christian to be a peculair person—he 
is in the world, but not of the world, (John 17:14) 


In the world men are more interested in power 
than in Christian character. Men wish to gain 
money, property, political influence, authority of a 
following, that they might have power over others 
and over the world. The Christian is in the world, 
but not of the world; therefore he does not wish 
to have power over the world but he wishes to have 
power from God. If we have power from God we 
must take the proper attitude toward the world 
and all its practices. What is the Christian’s atti- 
tude toward the world and all its practices? What 
is the Christian’s attitude toward the world? In 
the High Priestly prayer of the Lord Jesus in 
John 17 we can trace our relationship to the world. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


In John 17 we see our seven-fold relationship to 
the world. 


1. We have been taken out of the world. Verse 6. 
To belong to the Church which is made up of al] 
born-again ones is to be called out of the world 
into a living fellowship with the Lord who has 
sought us, bought us, and wooed us to Himself, 


2. We are different from the world. Verse 9, 
The man in whom Christ dwells is different and 
must act differently from the man who is ruled by 
self alone. If he is not then something is wrong. 


3. We have been left in the world, Verse 1}, 
Christ revealed the Father in what He said and did 
while He was here, and now we have been left in 
His stead to reveal God to men. 


4. We are not of the world. Verse 14. QOuyr 
source of life is different. John 1:12-13. Our 
authority for life is different. Phil. 3:20-21. Our 
source of joy is different. I John 1:1-10. Our 
experience is different. 2 Cor. 5:17. 


5. We are hated by the world, Verse 14, 
The world lives by the law of the jungle: dislike 
the unlike. You take a real stand for Christ and 
you will be unlike the majority and they will drop 
you like a hot potato. 


6. We are kept from evil. Verse 15. We have 


‘ our battles the same as others, but we are kept by 


the power of God. 


7. We are sent into the world. Verse 18. We 
are sent even as Christ was, Mark 10:45. 


Conclusion 


The New Testament emphasis for the Christian 
is separation from the world. Our emphasis now is 
to participate in the world and do all we can to 
color it with a religious appearance. As young 
people facing facts we ought to study and see just 
what the world is in the Word of God, what our 
relationship is to it, and then examine our own lives 
to see how we contorm. It is a little difficult to 
know just what the Bible means when it speaks of 
the world but here is a good statment to study by 
looking up the references. The world is “the 
sum-total of human lite in the ordered world, 
considered apart trom, alienated from, and hostile 
to God, and of the earthly things that seduce from 
God.” (John 7:7; 15:18; 17:9; 14; 1 Cor. 1:20-21; 
II Cor, 7:10; James 4:4). (Vincent, “Word Studies 
in the New Testament,” Vol. II, Page 45). 


This program can be arranged by singing hymns 
of holy desires and consecration. The Scripture 
Lesson to be read as part of worship could well be 
I Jonn 2: 15-17. The leader could introduce the 
program with the line of thought above in introduc- 
tion tor this Sunday. Some one could then give 
the definition of “the world” and have members of 
the group look up the Bibie reterences to prove it. 
Seven diuterent ones could then read a verse from 
the Scripture lesson above and comment. The 
leader could close with a talk aiong tne line that 
we are not interested in power over the world to 
get things and iniluence, but we are interested in 
enarac.ier tnat has power with God and man. To 
have such power we must not only be rightly re 
lated to God, but rightiy related to the worid, a8 
indicated in our Scripture lesson. 


————_ 


March 16: Service - Not Wealth 


Introduction 


We have often been reminded of the fact that we 
Christians ought to follow Jesus Christ, ought 
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Shall We Merge With The Northern Church? 


By Kenneth S. Keyes 


Let’s Look At The Facts About 
BENEVOLENT GIVING 
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The record of the last 17 years clearly shows that the membership of our Southern Church has con- 
sistently out-given the U.S.A. Church in the support of benevolent causes, 


In 1980 our Church gave $9.94 per member to benevolences—55 percent more than the Northern Church 
figure of $6.40. 


When the benevolent giving in our Church reached its lowest point in 1934 with $4.91 per capita, the 
Northern Church gave 27 percent less—only $3.58 per member. 


In the church year ending March 31, 1946, when we gave $11.00 per capita to our benevolent causes, 
the Northern Church gave just exactly half that much, or $5.50. 


If those who would merge our Church with the U.S.A. Church have their way what will happen to the be- 
nevolent causes so dear to the hearts of many of us? 


The spending of our benevolent funds will be handled by executive boards with voting control in the 
hands of members of the U.S.A. Church who through the years has consistently shown by its giving 
that its members are far less interested in their benevolent causes than we are in ours. 


Surely ordinary common sense should warn us that our benevolent causes will be bound to suffer as a 
result of such a merger. 
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walk even as He walked. When we hear this 
exhortation we usually begin to think of how He 
walked while here on earth, the manner set down in 
our four Gospels. Mark summed up for us the mind 
of Christ as He walked among us in the words, 
“The Son of man came not to be served, but to 


serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. 
(Mark 10:45). 


Paul carries us deeper into the mind of Christ 
when he tells us just what this involved. In 
Philippians 2:5 he exhorts us, “Let this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus.” Then Paul 
writes a whole chapter to explain the mind of 
Christ. If we Christians follow Christ and are in 
the world to serve, rather than to gain wealth, then 
let’s see just what this involves in terms of the 
mind of Christ. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Philippians 2) 
The Mind of Christ 
1. Its Positive Qualities. Verses 1-2. 
2. Its Negative Qualities. Verses 3-4. 
3. Its Highest Manifestation. Verses 6-11. 


4. Its Outworking in Us. Verses 12-16. 


5. Its Manifestation Christian Leaders. Verses 
17-30. 


E 


Suggestions 


To study the mind of Christ in all 30 verses of 
the Scripture lesson would be a little long. As 
part of the Worship some one might read Phil. 
2:6-11. Then the leader could introduce the talks 


_—o 
— 


——— 


by saying a few words on Phil. 2:12-13, The 
direction of his remarks would be along the idea 
that we ought to work out this mind which has 
just been described in our own day by day lives 
Then he could let the young people choose two or 
three interests or activities in which they take 
part every week—for instance church School, 
amusements. Then let one section of the group 
read quietly the first four verses of the chapter, 
another section verses 6 to 11, another verse 12 to 
16, and another verses 17-30, each looking for 
some truth about the mind of Christ that. the 
young people ought to work out in their relation. 
ship to the church. Then let some one from each 
section report. You could follow this procedure on 
as many different interests as time permitted. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the let- 
ter “Ys 

(1) A thousand of them, mentioned in II Peter 
3. (2) What the young lions did. (3) How the 
death of Jesus is spoken of, in Matt. 27. (4) Jesus 
said it was easy. (5) They shall see visions. (6) 
When the hypocrites die, according to Elihu, in 
Job 36. (7) Where Abraham said he and Isaac 
would go and worship. (8) What Paul’s nephew 
told the chief captain not to do to the Jews. (Acts 
23). (9) Symptom of the disease called “the 


seal.” 

‘mrey MOTTEX (6) “PIAA (g) “Tepuog (1) 
‘BunoX (9) ‘ueu SunoX (g) “eYOR (F) “WoYys ay 
dn poplatA (g) "PeeA (Z) ‘SteeA (1) :sremsuy 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





SURVEY WEEK 
February 16-23 


Will You Do Your Part To 
Make It Successful? 











Thoughts From Isaiah 


Key-verse for series: “The Lord hath spoken”’; 
Isaiah 1:2. The messages in this book are not the 
messages of a man—lIsaiah; they are the words 
of the Lord. We may listen, or not listen, to the 
words of men: both heavens and earth must listen 
when God speaks. 


Chapter I: In this chapter the Lord speaks about 
Sin. 


1. The Nature and consequences of sin. What is 
sin? We have a very fine definition in our cate- 
chism. Isaiah uses several words or expressions to 
picture this terrible thing we call sin. 


Sin is Rebellion—not merely of citizens, but of 
chilaren; children who have been nourished and 
brought up by a most loving Father, It is bad for 
citizens to revolt against a good ruler; how much 
worse for children to turn against their Heavenly 
Father. Here is ingratitude at its basest. 


Sin is inexcusable ignorance and thoughtlessness. 
Even dumb animals know those who provide for 
them, but men with brains and minds to think of 
God, do not know, or consider. How much of the 
worid does not have God—the real God— in their 
thoughts! 


Sin is iniquity—crookedness—a twisted, distort- 
ed, condition. Our thoughts, our feelings, our ways, 
are crooked. 


Sin is evil-doing. Twisted minds and hearts bear 
fruit in evil deeds. We are swift to do evil; we 
are wise in ways of wrong-doing. 


Sin is corruption. Our hearts are rotten, and 
we poison others as we come in contact with them. 
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the moral decay—gangrene—of the world is due 
i sin. It spreads like a contageous disease. 


Sin is forsaking God—our Creator, Preserver, 
Redeemer—the One Who has done everything for 
US. 


Sin is going backward. There is no real progress 
where there is sin. We boast of world-progress, but 
in many Ways we are progressing backward, Many 
of our most ingenious inventions and scientific 
developments threaten our very existence. Is an 
atom bomb that can destroy a city, or a gram 
of deadly poison that can exterminate a million 
people, a mark of real progress? Is our modern 
ophisticated social life real progress? Was not 
Abraham in his tent closer to God than many of 
ys in our air-conditioned mansions? We may be 
“better off,’ but are we “better men’? 


What are some of its consequences? Sin has 
made us sick—striken with a loathsome disease. 
This disease has affected the whole head and 
the whole heart. When head and heart are infected 
there is no hope for the rest of the body. When 
the brains and feeling—all the “hidden man of the 
heart,” become saturated with sin, there is no 
hye for a nation, unless some transformation 
takes place. 


“Wounds and bruises and putrifying sores” are 
the awful result. What are some of these gangren- 
ous sores that cover our country today? We know, 
but not many even blush at their foulness. 


Sin brings ruin. You may say that verse 7 is not 
true of us. It is true of the biggest part of the 
world. You say it cannot happen here. We suppose 
the Germans thought the same thing. Sin always 
brings ruin sooner or later. The strongest and 
proudest nations have perished: sin is no respector 
of nations. 


2. He also speaks of Real Repentanc€—Turning 
Away from Sin. 


It must be genuine, heart-felt, renentance. It 
does not consist in multitudes of sacrifices. Money 
cannot cover the guilt of the soul. Our gifts are 
as worthless and useless as the sacrifices of Judah 
unless they come from broken and contrite hearts. 


Crowds thronging the house of God is not re- 
pentance. These people were trampling the courts 
of the temple. 


Long prayers do not necessarily mean repentant 
hearts: the pravers of the Pharisee and publican, 
in Jesus’ parable show this. Some pravers cause 
God to hide His face. If we regard iniquity in our 
hearts, He will not hear. Prayer can be an abomi- 
nation to the Lord. 


Some feasts—some of our “revival meetings”— 
may be hateful of God. These are heart-search- 
Ing words. Hands that are “full of blood.” either 
literally or figuratively, can bring nothing ac- 
ceptable to a holy God. 


Repentance is not found in outward forms and 
ceremonies: it is a matter of the heart. It must 
show itself in a changed life. There must be fruit 
Worthy of repentance.” There must be a turning 
away from sin. and a full purpose of and endeavor 
after new obedience. 
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There is a washing which no one but God can 
do—the washing of regeneration—but there is a 
washing we can perform—‘“wash you, make you 
clean.”” We can wash off the dirt and blood; God 
will wash the heart. We can put away evil, We 
can cease to do evil and learn to do well. We can 
be just, and kind, and generous and helpful. 


When America repents she will show it by clean- 
ing up, straightening up, quitting her meanness, 
and doing that which she knows is right. When 
America stops drinking herself crazy; when she re- 
spects and keeps the Lord’s Day; when she cleans 
up her immoral night clubs and picture shows; 
when she sanctifies the Home again; then God will 
accept her repentance, for it will be genuine. 


3. He speaks of Pardon and Forgiveness of 
Sin—inward cleansing and restoration. 


“Come now”: after we have prepared ourselves. 

Sin may be deep-dyed and deep-rooted so that 
no earthly power can eradicate it, but though as 
fast-colored as the Eastern dye, the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanses from all sin. “As white as snow”: 
ours is the only religion that can do this for a 
sinner’s black and unclean heart. 


Before God forgives there must be a “covering 


for our sin.” This He has provided in His infinite 
grace. 


When God forgives He restores us again to our 
place in the family. “I will restore,” (verses 25,26) 
Peter was not kept outside, but put again in his 
place of leader. The Prodigal son was not made a 
servant, but a son, with all the marks of sonship. 
He was not fed with crumbs, but with the fatted 
calf. His robe and ring and shoes were given him. 


May we not praise Him for such Pardon and 
Forgiveness? May we not pray that our land may 
be cleansed, forgiven, restored? There is but one 
way for these blessings to be ours—God’s way— 
the way of Real Repentance. —J. K. P. 


Do Little Children Need 
To Be Saved? 


By Annie Ludlow Cannon 
(Mrs. J. F. Cannon, Blowing Rock, N. C.) 


Have you ever won a boy or a girl to our Savior? 
Nine years ago, my answer would have been 
“no.” At that time it had not occurred to me that 
they needed a Savior. The blessed Word says: 
“For all have sinned.” (Romans 3:23). Does that 
refer to adults only? When He says ‘all,’ He 
means ‘all’! And the need of the children was 
placed upon my heart. 


During the years, it has been my privilege under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit to introduce Jesus 
to children; invite them to accent God’s love GIFT 
and then to teach to them the Bible, 


Everywhere, the children are eager and ready 
to accept the free GIFT of salvation. Only our 
heavenly Father knows the number who have been 


saved through the ministry of The Child Evangelism 
Fellowship. ; 


The Fellowship is a group of “believers doing 
together what we have failed to do alone.” The 
weekday GOOD NEWS BIBLE CLUBS do not take 
the place of our Sunday Schools but supplement 
that part of the Church’s ministry. 
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For more than thirty years, the writer has been 
a Sunday Schoo] addict so she, too is guilty of 
failing to place soul-winning ahead of Bible 
teaching. Since entering this field of service, it is 
my earnest conviction that if our Sunday School 
teachers placed upon soul-winning the same em- 
phasis that our lovely Lord placed upon it, they 
would not only be soul-winners but better teachers. 
And, contrariwise, if they strived to be better 
teachers they would become soul-winners, 


The supreme passion of our Lord was “to seek 
and to save.” Let us not forget that He said, 
“It is not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.” 
(Matt. 18:14). 


May you know the joy of leading boys and girls 
to a saving knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ! 


A GREAT WEEK IN MOKPO, KOREA 
(By Rev. Joseph Hopper, Th.D.) 


From the beginning of its history and throuch the 
years one of the most honeful characteristic< of 
our church in Korea has been its interest in Bible 
study. That this interest continues is evidenced 
by what we saw in Mokpo recently. For a week 
about 300 Koreans from various sections of this 
territory gathered for Bible study, and nearly 
1,000 each nieht for the preaching services. This 
was the first Bible class for this whole field that 
had been held since before the war. It was directed 
and financed by the Koreans. One of our mission 
buildings was used for a dormitory. 


Some of the features of the week may be men- 
tioned briefly, as follows: 


About 100,000 Yen (not so much money now) 
was pledged to finance a Bible School in Mokpo. 


A large number of the Koreans were eaver to 
buy the New Testaments which have been published 
in Korean by the American Bible Society, and 
secured in Seoul by Dr. Cumming. 


It was my privilege to teach “Concurring Witnes- 


ses” to a representative group who were hungry 
for the Word. 


After one of the night meetings I talked with a 
blind girl from my former evangelistic field who 
had recited the child’s catechism, the shorter cate- 
chism, memorized al] the book of Revelation, and 
is now memorizing the epistle of James. 


At a special gathering one afternoon the Korean 
pastor in charge challenged the members of the 
class with a standard for the new year to which 
they readily responded. Its seven points emphasized 
the following— 


1. Repentance, especially at day-break prayer- 
meetings for the first three days of the new year. 


2. A return to Sabbath observance. 
3. The observance of the family altar. 


- 4. Bible reading, endeavoring to read the whole 
Bible this year. 


5. Tithing, 


6. Doubled activity particularly in personal 
evangelism and in revival] meetings in al] the 
churches. 


7. Selecting a scriptural motto for spiritual de. 
velopment, such as “Looking unto Jesus,” which 
was the class theme, or Luke 5:5, which one 
individual selected. 


In the midst of continued unsettled conditions 
in the state, church, and society, there is surely 
hope for any people who believe the Bible, read jt 
study it, and love it. ; 


The Apostle Paul tells us that the Bible may be 
known even by a child. (2) It is able to give saving 
knowledge. (3) It. is profitable in order to fitness 
for service. The grand reason for the truth of 
these three statements is that “The sacred scrip. 
tures in their every several passage—is the product 
of the creative breath of God, and because of this 
its Divine origination, is of supreme value for all 
holy purposes.” (Benjamin Warfield). See Second 
Timothy 3:14-17. 


Allied Official Believes Christianity 
Is Key To Japanese Democracy 


Christian institutions are the best single avenue 
for developing democracy in Japan, according to 
Col. Nelson B. Neff, head of the welfare section 
of the public health and welfare branch of Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur’s supreme allied command. In 
his opinion this belief is also shared by many occv- 
pation authorities, including Gen. MacArthur. 


At a meeting with Church World Service leaders 
in December at the headquarters of the inter- 
denominational relief and reconstruction agency, 
37 E. 36th St., Col. Neff asserted that “because of 
their influence for a democratic way of life, it is 
important that all possible support be given to these 
institutions.” 


Slowly these Christian schools, churches and 
missions are recovering, following the devastation 
of war, but he added that this rehabilitation can 
only go ahead with outside help. 


He lauded the work of LARA (Licensed Agencies 
for Relief in Asia), of which Church World Service 
(CWS) is a member, for the service it is rendering 
the people of Japan. He appraised the work of the 
American agencies represented in LARA as indis 
pensible, both in respect to the immediate relie! 
picture and its bearing on the strengthening of the 
democratic ideal in Japan. 


The only non-commercial materia] aid entering 
the country, he explained, is coming through the 
private voluntary agencies. (A LARA shipment 3 
now being distributed in Japan, a large part of 
which is 466.000 pounds of goods sent through 
CWS by the Protestant churches in America. Pre 
viously CWS purchased $146,000 worth of surplus 
U. S. Navy foodstocks for needy church workers 
and Christian institutions.) 


In describing conditions in the Japanese nation, 
the Army officer said some communications ar 
being restored. <A great part of the buildings t 
main in ruins, however, and the economy is not ye 
able to provide sufficient trade to bring in we 
supplies Japan has always needed to exist. 


As a result, food and medical supplies, along with 
clothing and other necessities, are scarce. iit 
Japanese government, under allied supervision, bs 
set up a rationing system. He did not 
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starvation as an immediate danger there, but 
warned, “there is the future threat of wide-spread 
disease because the people’s resistance has been 
undermined by malnourishment.” 


Fortunately, Col. Neff said, disease thus far has 
been held in control with only isolated outbreaks of 
contagions. 


These conditions make it understandable why the 
Japanese government, with Allied approval, welcome 
all supplementary gifts which are distributed equit- 
ably, according to need. The government offers free 
transportation and storage for such goods. 


He gave the government credit for doing an 
efficient job of evenly disbursing the inadequate 
food supplies, which are made up to a considerable 
extent of fish provided by the badly crippled native 
fishing fleets. 


Planning to return to Japan in January, Col. 

eff assured the CWS leaders he was anxious to 

help continue the cooperative relationship between 
representatives and his welfare office. 


—From Church World Service Bulletin, Dec., 1946. 
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Instead of one gift, how would you like to make a 
gift that will come every year on the birthday or 
other anniversary as long as the recipient lives? 


You can do just that through one of our Annuity 
Gifts. You can purchase the annuity, and present 
the certificate on the occasion for the gift, with a 
statement from us of the exact amount to be paid 
the recipient on that date every year as a fresh re- 
membrance from you. 


Both you and the recipient will have the added 
satisfaction of sharing in the work of our Church 
since the amount invested in the annuity will go 
eventually into Foreign Missions. 


LVTIVIINTIN 


Your inquiry will bring full information about our 
Annuity Gift Plan by return mail. 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of 
Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church 
In The U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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General Church News 


Davidson College Board Of 
Trustees Meet 


Davidson, N. C., Feb. 1.—The_ semi-annual 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of Davidson Col- 
lege will be held in the E. L, Baxter Davidson Room 
at the college on Wednesday, Feburary 19, at 10:00 
A.M., according to an announcement made today 
by President John R. Cunningham. 


As is their custom, the members of the Executive 
Committee will gather at the college at 2:00 P.M. 
on the day previous (Tuesday, February 18). 


ERRATA 


Minutes Of General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.) 1946 


Those who have conies of this volume are au- 
thorized and requested to make the following cor- 
rections. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 


Page 226: Donald MasQueen should be MacQueen. 

Page 250, Line 46: Change Natchea to Natchez. 

Page 294. Line 15: Flynn, V. Long; delete comma 
after Flvnn. 

Page 296, Line 14: Change Dennison, Tex., to Den- 
ison. 

Page 314: Delete from Roanoke Presbvtery follow- 
ing churches: Unity, Danube, Bethel. Center, 
Blue Ridge, Bouldin Memorial, Claudville. These 
were received and reported by Montgomery 
Presbytery. 

Page 320. Line 86: Gordon F, Garlingto should be 
Garlington. 

Page 330, Fourth Line from Bottom: Delete first 
“i” from Offiering. 

Page 388: Change Boothe to Booth. 

Page 391: Clayman, Robert F.; delete comma after 
Robert. 

Page 393: Change Denison to Deison. 

Page 397: Change Greenless to Greenlees. 

Page 407: Metts, Louis B., should be Lewis. 


BETHEL PRESBYTERY 


Bethel Presbytery met at the Lancaster Presby- 
terian Church, Lancaster, S. C., on January 9, 
1947, The Retiring Moderator, Rev. T. K. Mow- 
bray, preached the opening sermon. Rev. L. O. Mc- 
Cutchen, D.D., was elected Moderator. Presbytery 
rejected the proposal to elect commissioners to the 
General Assembly for two year terms. The Per- 
manent Committee on Piedmont Springs announced 
a long range program for the development of these 
summer conference grounds, which had been agreed 
on with the committee from Enoree Presbytery. 
Upon recommendation of Presbytery’s Work Com- 
mittee, among other things the Presbytery directed 
that a fund for building chapels and manses be 
set up, accepted a benevolent budget for 1947-48 
of $75,000 (as compared with $64,420 for this 
year), set aside from benevolences fixed sums for 
the support of Synod’s Executive Secretary and 
the final payment on the Chicora debt. Rev. J. T. 
Dendy, D.D., and Rev. J. C, Bailey, D.D., made 
known their purpose to retire March 31, 1947. 


— 


Rev. W. M. Frampton, Jr., and Rev. W. P. Nickel] 
were elected to the General Assembly with Rey, J. 
M. Gettys, Ph. D., and Rev. F. W. Gregg, D.D., as 
alternates. The elders to the Assembly are M. §, 
Lewis and L. W. Pittman with E. T. Anderson and 
A. E. Burnes as alternates. Rev. John S. Steele was 
nominated to be Moderator of the Spring Meeting 
which was set for April 24, 1947, 9:30 A.M., ata 
place to be announced later. 
W. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 


—— 


Meeting Of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery in its 175th Stated 
Meeting held in the Cook’s Memorial Presbyterian 
Church on Jan. 21st authorized a campaign for 
$50,000.00 in 1947-48 to be used for Home Mission 
expansicn within the Presbytery: received two 
ministers and appointed commissions to _ install 
them pastors; adopted a budget of $220,143.00 for 
benevclences and apportioned it to the churches; 
appointed a commission to organize a new church 
in the Indian Hill Chapel and dissolved a pastoral 
relationship between Rev. S. A. Ewart and the 
Bethel and Cornelius Churches and gave him a 
letter of transfer to Albemarle Presbytery. 


The Presbytery heard a sermon from the re- 
tiring moderator Dr. Holmes Rolston and elected 
Dr. C. G. McClure as his successor. Mrs. G. L. 
Cook, widow of the founder of the host church, 
read the history of the church before its organi- 
zation in 1891 and since to the present pastorate 
of Dr. O. C. Williamson, the first minister giving 
full time to the work. Beginning with 36 members 
today, they have 265 members with 240 in Sun- 
day School, 


Dr. J. W. Stork read a prepared memorial to the 
late Rev. Lacy L. Little, D.D. Dr. W. H. Hudson 
made an address as a part of the report of the 
Committee on Foreign Missions. Rev. C. H. Little 
was honorably retired from the active ministry. 
Mr. W. B. Coxhead spoke in the interest of the 
Presbyterian Junior College. The ministers re- 
ceived were Rev. Gower Crosswell, Jr., from Albe- 
marle Presbytery, who becomes pastor of the 
Marshville and Tabernacle congregations, and Rev. 
H. S. Robinson, from Central Mississippi Presby- 
tery, who becomes pastor of the Mallard Creek 
Church. 


Twelve commissioners and alternates to the 
General Assembly were elected. Rev. F. R. Me- 
Alister was nominated for moderator of the next 
— to be held April 15th at an undetermined 
place. 


Two new causes—Negro Work and Christian Re 
lations—were added to the seventeen causes al- 
ready participating in the benevolent budget. 

—R, H. Stone, Secretary. 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 


The Rev. Mare C. Weersing was received into 
the Presbytery of Central Mississippi from: the 
Presbytery of Atlanta, Ga., at a called meeting of 
Presbytery held in Centra] Presbyterian Church, 
Jackson, Miss., on January 16, 1947. A committee 
was appointed to install Rev. Weersing as pastor 
of Central Presbyterian Church, Jackson, on Jan- 
uary 26, 1947, at. 7:30 -BoMe iF cose oe = 
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Winter Adjourned Session Of 
Orange Presbytery 


Orange Presbytery met on Tuesday, January 14, 
in the Bessemer Presbyterian Church, Greensboro, 
\,C., With an unusually large attendance. 


At the request of the Moderator, Rev. J. P. H. 
YeNatt, the Committee on Foreign Missions had 
darge of the opening service and presented Rev. 
lacy Moffett, D.D., formerly Missionary to China, 
gho brought a very informing and inspiring ad- 
dress. 

The Presbytery thanked Dr. Edgar Woods, Chair- 
man of the Committtee, and Dr. Moffett, for this 
glendid service. 


Important items during the day were: the ad- 
jress on Evangelism by Rev. T. Henry Patterson, 
D.D., Executive Secretary of the Presbytery; the 
report of the Stewardship Committee with a rec- 
ommended budget for benevolences of $110,051.00, 
which is some $4,000.00 more than last year; this 
budget was adopted. The Stewardship Committee 
also recommended a Presbytery-wide exchange of 
pulpits for February 23, which was adopted. 


Approval of the call from the Sanford Church 
for the pastoral services of Rev. Chalmers F. Mc- 
Cutchen was given recommendation of the Com- 
mission on the Minister and His work. Also to the 
Jonesboro Church to call a full-time pastor, effec- 
tive April 1. 

Presbytery received with gratitude a gift of 
$1,000.00 to be used in securing a tract of land 
fora camp and conference site, and authorized 
the sub-committee on that project to purchase 
suitable land adjoining the property of the New 
Hope Church in Orange County, which is being 
donated by this Church; it also requested each 
Church in the Presbytery to contribute $1.00 per 
member toward estabsshing the conference ground, 
this contribution to be made during the church 
year 1947-48. 

The following were elected Commissioners to 
the next Genera! Assembly: Ministers: Principals— 
Revs. J. P. H, McNatt, Paul T. Jones, W. A. Pate, 
John C. Whitley; Alternates—Revs. J. S. Cook, 
Joseph M. Garrison, W. M, Baker, and Z. T. Piep- 
hoff. Ruling Elders: Principals—Earl Covington, 
Hawfields Church; D. L. Alston, Pittsboro Church; 
(. N, Cox, Brentwood Church; R. A. McPheeters, 
Greensboro First Church. Alternates — D. W. 
Wright, Bethesda Church; W. C. Buchanan, Broad- 
way Church; Currie Thompson, Red House Church; 
John Summers, Bethel Church. 

It was decided by the Presbytery to invite the 
Chairmen of Boards of Deacons to the mid-winter 
sessions hereafter, that they might become thor- 
oughly acquainted with the financial needs of the 
Courch and the plans and apportionments. 

During the day, the Executive Board of Orange 
Presbyterial, which was meeting at the same 
Charen, attended a part of the inspirational ser- 

ces, 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Burlington, N. C., on Monday, 
January 27, at 2:30 P.M., to complete certain items 
of business, especially to hear the report of the 

mMmittee on Kevision of the Manual. 

Rev. Z. T. Piephoff, pastor of the host Church, 
and his people provided in every way for the com- 
fort of the Presbytery; the ladies especially, as 

*y served a bountiful lunch at the noon hour. 

N. N. Fleming, Stated Clerk. 


FREE FILM STRIP 


EXCELLENT FOR USE AT EVENING SERVICES 
AUXILIARY MEETINGS - YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S MEETINGS 


You may now secure free from our office a pro- 
fessionally produced, first-class 35-m.m. film strip 
about our Protestant overseas program. It also 
shows many dramatic scenes from devastated Eu- 
rope and Asia. There is an interesting accompany- 
ing script. Suitable to be presented in a minimum 
time of twenty minutes. Write: 


Special Representative 
Presbyterian War Relief Committee 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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BLUEPRINTS FOR GREAT 
LIVING 


By Dallas C. Baer, D.D. Published by the Luth- 
eran Literary Board, Burlington, Ia. Price $2.50. 


Thirty-three expository messages based on the 
New Testament epistles constitute this volume. 


They are Lutheran in emphasis rather than Re- 
formed. 


These messages exhibit theological insight not 
usually found in modern sermons. In our day there 
is so much loose thinking on the subject of “the 
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man” 
that it is refreshing to read such a statement as 
this: “We become children of God by faith in 
Jesus Christ. The man who has not been born 
again has no right to call God Father. Unbelievers 
are not our brothers ... men would universally 
have to believe in Jesus Christ as their personal 
Saviour before such a statement could be true. The 
Bible nowhere teaches that all men are brothers 
and that God is every man’s Father. God is every 
man’s Creator, but not every man’s Father. Those 
who do not have faith in Christ have no right to 
say, ‘Our Father Who art in Heaven.’ All men are 
our neighbors but not all men are our brothers. 
Only those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour are our brothers.” 


Many have been saying: “The truth needs no de- 
fense, it will take care of itself.” As a result of 
this, apologetics and apologetic preachings have 
been ridiculed. This great Lutheran preacher does 
not share in this untenable position. He writes: 
“Christianity today needs witnesses who are not 
afraid to testify to the truth and who have the 
courage to speak out in defense of Christ and His 
followers ... While truth is indestructable and 
will out-live its enemies yet a great deal of harm 
can come out of its champions if lovers of the 
truth do not defend it from the assaults of ignorant 
and foolish men. Progress is possible only among 
a people who love truth and are ready to defend 
it. If truth will take care of itself why did Jesus 
come all the way from Heaven to earth to pro- 
claim and defend it? Why did the Apostles seek 
every opportunity to reason with the Jews in their 
synagogues? Why did Peter make his bold defense 
on the day of Pentecost and when he was brought 
before the Sanhedrin? Why did Paul champion the 
truth and make his great apologetic before Felix 
and Agrippa? What would have happened if Athen- 
asius had cringed before the advocates of error and 
had not stood against the world? What if Luther 
had been a craven coward in his hour of trial? 
Nothing but the unswerving fidelity of men of 
faith who are not afraid to die for the preserva- 
tion of truth if need be can save Christianity in 
some lands today ... As church members and fol- 
lowers of Christ we should be able and willing ‘To 
give an answer to everyone that asks a reason for 
the hope that is in us.’”’ 


Although these messages are a trifle brief for 
expository sermons they ring true to the faith of 
Christendom, and are presented in a forceful man- 
ner. They make a distinct contribution to homi- 
letical literature. —John R. Richardson. 
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THE SANHEDRIN VERDICT 


By Irwin H. Linton. Published by Loizeaux By. 
thers, Bible Truth Depot, 19 West Twenty-first 
Street, New York, N, Y. Price $1.00. 


The brief submitted by erudite Washington gt. 
torney Linton may be summarized in a very fey 
sentences. The nub of his position is that Mod. 
ernists and Unitarians can escape affirming the 
verdict of the Sanhedrin which condemned Christ 
only by admitting His Deity. The author has }). 
bored to make this delemma clear in the hope that 
some may be led to reverse the Sanhedrin verdic¢ 
by confessing His Deity. 


Mr. Linton points out that the trial of Christ js 
unique among criminal] trials because the identity 
rather than the actions of the accused is the issue, 
The real question that must be answered is: “What 
think ye of Christ, whose Son is He?” This is an 
important question and the author adds: “A man’s 
paternity fixes his identity.” 


The fine legal mind of the author is in evidence 
in his first chapter where he distinguishes between 
the Deity and the Divinity of Christ as used jn 
modern parlance. The Jews believe that Christ 
claimed for Himself Deity that applies only to God 
embracing eternal Being by essence and _ identity. 
Beyond the shadow of a doubt Christ claimed to 
be a King of another world and the Son of God 
Who would ultimately be seen sitting at the right 
hand of God and coming in the clouds of Heaven, 
It would have been impossible for our Lord to 
have affirmed His Deity in stronger language. Be 
cause of His unequivocal statement as to fact of 
His Deity our Lord was accused and tried on the 
charge of blasphemy. 


Discussing the charge of blasphemy against our 
Lord Mr. Linton uses his imagination and cor 
ceives the possibility of Cicero, the ablest lawyer 
of the Roman bar, being assigned to defend Christ 
He stated that Cicero would have only two defense 
possible under the indisputable law and admitted 
facts; the insanity of the accused, or His super 
natural character. The author discusses both a 
these possibilities in a great chapter entitled 
“Christ’s Calmness At His Trial And Death.” Iti 
pointed out that our Lord’s dialectic skill and im- 
perturbable poise are evidences of His sanity and 
Deity. Having shown the impossibility of our Lord 
being acquitted on the charge of insanity no other 
course was open except to admit His claims. As! 
result of this reasoning the author believes thi 
the Arian position involves logically impossible 
difficulties, Another interesting chapter is 
“Reviewing The Evidence For The Virgin Birt 
Of Christ.” The author maintains here: “Matther 
obviously gives us Joseph’s statement that his 
poused wife was discovered to be with child before 
they came together.’ Mary testified to Dr. Lult 
with the intimacy with which a chaste woman cH 
talk to her doctor that ‘she knew not a mal. 
The inescapable conclusion after the examinatit! 
of the evidence is that the Virgin Birth of © 
Lord “is in accordance with both the weight 
the totality of the evidence.” The net result of Mi 
evidence shows that it is easier to believe rate 
than disbelieve the records of the Virgin B 
Him Who transcended all human powers. 


The able arguments from_ this distinguishe 
jurist confirm the faith of Bible-believing C 
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‘ans. It is so searching in its analysis that it should 
je put into the hands of our modernist friends so 
that they might read such a statement as this: “If 
ie Arian Modernist is right, O Caiaphas, so were 
you. Rest easy in your grave while you await the 
‘nal judgment for rightly was the mortal man put 
death who claimed to be the Son of the Im- 
nortal God.” —John R. Richardson. 


This book may be ordered from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 
—— 


THE CHRIST MEN NEED 


By O. A. Geiseman. Published by Ernest & 
Kaufmann, Inc., New York, N. Y, Price $1.50. 
“The Christ Men Need” is the Christ of the 
Sriptures—the Christ of the Prophets—the Christ 
of the four Gospels—the Christ of the Epistles. 
Man is not always content with the Christ Who 
is the same, yesterday, today, and forever. The 
author of this little book reminds us that: “Man 
in his pride and folly tries to reconstitute Christ 
according to his own imagination with the hope of 
improving on the Christ of the Bible. Every such 
effort produces only a caricature of Christ and 
nbs man of the Christ he needs.” 


Pastor Geiseman has given us fifteen sermons 

in this volume in an honest effort to present the 
Christ of the Bible Whom the Christian needs, 
the Son of God and the Son of Man Who re- 
deemed men from their sins by His perfect life 
and sacrificial death. The messages are divided 
into two parts; the first is under the caption, 
‘The Battle For Human Freedom”; the second 
part carries the title, “The Suffering Christ.” 


These messages are written in forthright lan- 
guage and are heart-searching. One of them is 
on the subject, “Fifth Columnists In the Church.” 
Concerning this subject the author writes: “What 
governments of our time are only now beginning 
to discover the devil has known for a long while 
and used with great effectiveness in a war against 
Christ and His most holy Cause.” Again he writes: 
“The modern day has produced its fifth columnists 
in the Church of Christ too. During the past one 
hundred and fifty years some men of great theo- 
ogical renown have worked from within the 
Church to destroy faith in Christ and the Bible, 
the Heaven-sent Messiah, the true Redeemer of 
mankind. They begin by denying that the Bible 
is the supernaturally revealed Word of God, and 
eventually throw overboard all specifically Chris- 
tan truths . . . We who are within the Church 
often think that the true enemies of Christ are 
they who mock and scoff and blaspheme openly 
and who avow that they are the irreconcilable 
enemies of Jesus Christ . . . The most effective 
and damaging enmity against Jesus Christ has 
tome from fifth columnists from within the or- 
ganized visible Church. You and I should be aware 
of this if we are truly disciples of Jesus, if we 
are genuine members of the Church of Jesus 

nist. Then we must recognize all who deny the 
ttuths of God for what they truly are... there 
$8 no need of ‘pussy-footing’ on a subject such 
a this, We are altogether too gullible. Because 
men use nice adjectives in talking about Jesus 
We think that they must still have what is essential 
Dpctristian teaching even though they deny His 
yy 4 No, my friends, there is nothing good about 
- Such persons are fifth columnists who are 
subtly and effectively destroying man’s faith 
Him Who alone can save them.” 
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This is not the first book Dr. Geiseman has 
written and we hope it will not be the last. We 
need more of this kind of preaching that arouses 
the conscience, calls men to repentance, and holds 
aloft the true Christ of the Bible. 

—John R. Richardson. 


—_—_@———— 


PLANNED SERVICES FOR 
CHURCH GROUPS 


By James L. Fowle, D.D. Published by the John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price $2.00. 


Much careful preparation has gone into the 
production of “Planned Services For Church 
Groups.” This book was written for a definite pur- 
pose and the writer at ali times keeps this pur- 
pose in mind. Its design is to help those who lead 
God’s people in worship. It is adapted especially 
for lay leaders in pastorless churches and chapels. 
It might be also used to good advantage by pro- 
gram planners of Woman’s Auxiliaries. 


One of the cardinal] virtues of this volume is that 
it deals with the great themes of the Bible. Such 
subjects as missions, the Christian home, Christ- 
like living, prayer, and stewardship are included. 
We are also glad to note that a number of these 
messages are evangelistic and if used properly 
should result in the conversion of lost souls. 


Perhaps the most timely sermon in this series 
of messages is on the Holy Spirit. Here the author 
expresses this significant observation: “The great- 
est need of the Church of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ is the presence and power of the © 
Holy Spirit. God’s Spirit is grieving because so 
many do not want Him or the Christ He presents. 
Yet if the Church is to rise above pageantry, ora- 
tory, and good-intentioned resolutions, if there 
is to be a great forward movement of progress and 
achievement, both pastor and people must be em- 
powered and energized by God’s Spirit.” 


In our estimation, this is the most useful book 
published by the John Knox Press up to date. We 
congratulate the publishers upon this production, 
and trust that our Church will be given more books 
with the emphasis found in this one. 

—John R. Richardson. 


The Committee On War Relief 
Meets In Atlanta, Ga. 


The Permanent Committee on War Relief met 
in the North Avenue Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, 
Ga., on January 7, 1947, at 10:00 A.M. 


The Committee reconsidered the action of the 
last meeting and set the financial goal for 1947-48 
at $600,000. Each Synod was asked to raise an 
amount equal to at least a dollar for each mem- 
ber, and Synod’s members on the Council were 
asked to help in the promotion of this campaign. 


Drs. McCain, Taylor and Broyles were appointed 
as a special committee, with power to act, to secure 
a special representative for the coming year and 
to secure an assistant special representative if the 
way be clear. 


The Committee expressed its appreciation of the 
work of Mr. Daniel and its gratitude to him for his 
services to the Church as Special Representative. 
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